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40 POSTERS FOR JUNIOR INFANTS TO SECOND CLASS
10 POSTERS (+ TEACHER’S MANUAL) FOR EACH CLASS LEVEL

Here are starter suggestions. Further material is
available in the accompanying Teacher’s Manual.

1

Talk and Discussion

4

to bed early/let the dog in/the baby is awake, etc. The
children assume the roles of the relevant characters and act
out accordingly.
● Guess Who? Individual pupils get ‘in character’ as someone
in the poster. The class must guess who he/she is. This
activity could be a mime or a speaking drama. The children
must also make it clear in which room the activity is set.
● Ways of Walking: Ask the class to mime walking upstairs in
a normal fashion/sitting and bumping up backwards/
crawling up on hands and knees.
● Mime: Helping at home. Ask the class to mime washing/
polishing/dusting/hoovering, etc.

RL

the... ?
● Choose a room to describe. What can we see in this room?

What is this room called? Can you suggest why it is called this?
● Function: What happens in the kitchen? Do we play ball/have

a shower there? What do we do? We cook/do the washing
up/sweep the floor/eat/talk/do our homework there.
● What is your favourite room? Can you tell us why?
● Objects: Can you suggest what might be in the drawers in
the bedroom?

Play and Games

DCAL

● Odd One Out: Child A lists five objects (including an odd

one) from one room, for example, the kitchen. Child B tries
to spot the odd one out. Child B then chooses a room,
makes a list and Child A spots the odd one out.
● Two children imagine they are standing outside the front
door of the house in the poster. The speaker asks the listener
to get something from the bathroom/bedroom/kitchen and
gives directions as to how to get to the room in question.
This can be extended to locating something in the room and
directions must be given for that, too. A further extension
might involve the children describing how to get to
particular rooms in their own houses.
● Chain Story: This may have a theme of scary/funny/good,
e.g. ‘One day I went into my house. First I opened the door.
Then I went into the...’ In time, the children can be
encouraged to add appropriate adjectives and adverbs.

Folens Publishers Oral Language Poster Series
Class Level: Senior Infants
Poster Theme: Home
This Poster Series has been written within the framework of the Four
Curriculum Strand Units for Oral Language:
● Receptiveness to language (RL)
● Competence and confidence in using language (CCL)
● Developing cognitive abilities through language (DCAL)
● Emotional and imaginative development through language (EIDL)
Activities are suggested using the five principal oral language contexts of:
1

Talk and Discussion

2

Play and Games

3

Story

3

Poetry and Rhyme
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EIDL

Goldilocks and the Three Bears

4 Improvisational Drama
5

Story

ISBN 978-1-84741-772-5

9 781847 417725

Based on the story of Goldilocks and the Three Bears, children
could be asked to:
● Describe how the bears made the porridge.
● Identify how Goldilocks felt when she broke Baby Bear’s
chair and how the little bear felt when he saw his own
special chair reduced to sticks.
● Recount ‘real life’ situations where things have been broken.
● Act the part of Daddy Bear when he was walking in the
woods with his family and when he came home and saw his
house in a mess. What did he say and do? How did he say it?
● Describe their own favourite breakfast.

EIDL

● Create a Drama: Give each group words or phrases, e.g. go

● Show me the... Point to the... What do we call this? Where is

2

Improvisational Drama

5

Poetry and Rhyme

CCL

I Think Mice Are Rather Nice
by Rose Fyleman
I think mice are rather nice;
Their tails are long, their faces small;
They haven’t any chins at all.
Their ears are pink, their teeth are white,
They run about the house at night;
They nibble things they shouldn’t touch,
and, no one seems to like them much,
but, I think mice are rather nice.
There Was an Old Woman
There was an old woman who lived in a shoe;
She had so many children she didn’t know what to do.
She gave them some broth without any bread,
Then scolded them soundly and sent them to bed.
Who’s In?
By Elizabeth Fleming in Puddlemuddle Jump In (Magnet)
‘The door is shut fast
And everybody’s out.’
But people don’t know
What they’re talking about!
Say the fly on the wall
And the flame on the coals
And the dog on his rug
And the mice in their holes,
And the kitten curled up,
And the spiders that spin –
‘What, everyone out?
Why, everyone’s in!’
Tongue Twister
Red bulb blue bulb red bulb blue bulb
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40 POSTERS FOR JUNIOR INFANTS
TO SECOND CLASS
10 POSTERS (+ TEACHER’S MANUAL) FOR EACH CLASS LEVEL

Here are starter suggestions. Further material is
available in the accompanying Teacher’s Manual.

1

Talk and Discussion

4

series of poses similar to those in the poster. Nonparticipating groups focus on what can be learned from
body language and they describe what they see.

RL

● Improvise: Discuss a line from a poem/rhyme, e.g. the Rat a

tat tat rhyme (see the accompanying Teacher’s Manual).
Base the discussion on who/what/where/when/the desired
outcome/the constraint. Create and showcase the
improvisations.

the picture to tell us what is happening?
● How many children are in the room? Where are they hiding?

Why are they hiding? Are they afraid?
● Whose birthday is it? Is it a boy’s or a girl’s birthday?
What makes you think that?

Play and Games

● What Is It? An individual child describes an imaginary

present in terms of colour/size/shape/function without
actually mentioning it by name. Others must guess what it
is. A variation on this exercise is asking questions about the
item where the child can only answer ‘yes’ or ‘no’.

DCAL

● Rhyming Words: From the discussion of the poster, identify as

●
●

Folens Publishers Oral Language Poster Series
Class Level: Senior Infants
Poster Theme: The Birthday Party

●

This Poster Series has been written within the framework of the Four
Curriculum Strand Units for Oral Language:
● Receptiveness to language (RL)
● Competence and confidence in using language (CCL)
● Developing cognitive abilities through language (DCAL)
● Emotional and imaginative development through language (EIDL)
Activities are suggested using the five principal oral language contexts of:
1

Talk and Discussion

2

Play and Games

3

Story

Poetry and Rhyme
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Editor: Niamh Potelle
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3

Story

EIDL

5

Poetry and Rhyme

CCL

● Happy Birthday to You
● The following rhyme can be adapted for use in the

classroom. A child stands up and the month of his birthday
is identified, e.g. April. The class then says the rhyme until
the appropriate month for the child is reached. He then sits
down. The teacher can arrange that children with birthdays
at increasingly later times in the year are chosen so that the
class can eventually remember the twelve months of the
year.
Apples peaches pears and plums
Tell me when your birthday comes
The children say the months of the year (January, February,
March...)

The Tiger Who Came To Tea by Judith Kerr (Walker)

4 Improvisational Drama
5

●

many words as you can that rhyme, e.g. cake/bake/make/take;
chair/pair/pear/hair/care.
Action Words: Call out words and ask the children to do a
particular action when they hear a specific sound.
Use prepositions to explain where everything is situated,
e.g. the children are under the table/the boy is beside the
armchair/the jumpers are on the armchair/mammy is outside
the door/the birthday cake is on a plate.
Memory Game: Include adjectives and adverbs to expand
sentences descriptively, e.g. It was my birthday and I got a
present. It was a teddy/a soft teddy/a soft, pink teddy/a soft,
pink, cuddly teddy. When children run out of inspiration the
type of present can be changed and the sequence begins
again.
Granny Went to Market Game: Birthday presents

EIDL

● Still Images: Encourage one group of children to make a

● What can you see in this picture?
● Show me the... Can you see a...
● What do you think is going on here? Are there any clues in

2

Improvisational Drama

ISBN 978-1-84741-772-5

9 781847 417725

Based on the story of The Tiger who came to Tea, children
could be asked to:
● Recount all the food eaten by the tiger.
● Suggest why it could not be the milkman/the grocer’s
boy/Daddy at the door.
● Act the part of Mammy, Daddy and Sophie in the café. What
did they say and do? How did they say it?
● Tell about ‘real life’ situations where someone ate all the
cornflakes/biscuits or drank all the milk/orange juice.
● Describe their favourite meal of the day.
● Question each other in order to clarify/elaborate/expand
their language proficiency.

● Teddy bear, Teddy bear, touch your nose,

Teddy
Teddy
Teddy
Teddy
Teddy
Teddy
Teddy

bear,
bear,
bear,
bear,
bear,
bear,
bear,

Teddy
Teddy
Teddy
Teddy
Teddy
Teddy
Teddy

bear,
bear,
bear,
bear,
bear,
bear,
bear,

touch your toes;
touch the ground,
turn around.
climb the stairs,
say your prayers;
turn off the light,
say goodnight!

● Joke

What did the teddy bear say when he was offered desert?
No thanks, I’m stuffed!

RZ(SI)_POSTERS(P1-5)

16/03/2010

11:08

Page 5

RZ(SI)_POSTERS(P1-5)

16/03/2010

11:08

Page 6

40 POSTERS FOR JUNIOR INFANTS TO SECOND CLASS
10 POSTERS (+ TEACHER’S MANUAL) FOR EACH CLASS LEVEL

Here are starter suggestions. Further material is
available in the accompanying Teacher’s Manual.

1

Talk and Discussion

4

Jack and the Beanstalk, to the class and the children must
mime what is being said.
● Ways of Walking: Ask the children to mime climbing up the
giant beanstalk (a) in a normal fashion, (b) sitting and
bumping up backwards and (c) crawling up on hands and
knees.
● Choose a Scene: In pairs/groups, the children must choose a
scene from the photo and make an oral presentation of the
interaction between the characters.

● Show me the… Point to the… What is this…?
● Who can we see in this photo?
● Who is the man wearing the white T-shirt? What is he

doing? Where is he?
● What is the man in the blue T-shirt going to do? Will he sell

2

This Oral Language Poster Series has been written within the framework of
the Four Curriculum Strand for Language of:
● Receptiveness to language (RL)
● Competence and confidence in using language (CCL)
● Developing cognitive abilities through language (DCAL)
● Emotional and imaginative development through language (EIDL)

Refine this game further to fruit and vegetables that begin
with the same letter sound.
● Play a Memory Game using extended vocabulary, for
example, Child A: ‘My Mammy and I went to the market.’
Child B: ‘My Mammy and I went to the market on Saturday.’
Child C: ‘My Mammy and I went to the market on Saturday
and we bought some apples.’

Activities are suggested using the five principal oral language contexts of:
1

Talk and Discussion

2

Play and Games

3

Story

4 Improvisational Drama
5

Poetry and Rhyme

Poster compiled by: Déirdre Kirwan, NT, PhD.
Editor: Niamh Potelle
Design: Design Image
Photo: Alamy
© 2010 Folens Publishers
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9 781847 417725

3

Poetry and Rhyme

DCAL

● Play I Spy using fruit/vegetables you can see in the poster.
● Play Granny Went To Market using fruit and vegetables.

Folens Publishers Oral Language Poster Series
Class Level: Senior Infants
Poster Theme: The Market

5

Saturday Shopping
by Katherine Edelman in Childcraft

Play and Games

Story

EIDL

Jack and the Beanstalk
Based on the story of Jack and the Beanstalk, children could be
asked to:
● Describe what Jack saw on his way to the market.
● Tell why Jack thought it was a good idea to sell the cow for
a handful of beans.
● Identify how his mother felt when she realised that instead
of money, Jack only had beans.
● Describe how Jack felt when he found himself in the Giant’s
house.
● Suggest what happened to the cow after it had been sold.
● Describe a giant beanstalk and then say whether or not they
would climb it.
● Talk like the Giant, the mother or Jack. What would they say?
● Question each other in order to clarify/elaborate/expand
their language proficiency.

EIDL

● Mime to a Narration: Read aloud instructions, e.g. from

RL

some fruit? Will he buy something? What do think he is
looking at?
● Can you name the fruit and vegetables that you can see in
this photo?
● If you bought something at this market how would you
carry it home?

Improvisational Drama

To market, to market
On Saturday morn,
For prunes and potatoes
And ears of sweet corn,
For bacon and sausage
For apple and pear.
To market, to market
Our cupboard is bare!
Rhymes
I like Lily
Little Lily Lee
I like Lily
And Lily likes me.
Lily likes lollipops
Lemonade and lime drops
But I like Lily
Little Lily Lee.
Mice, mice, mice
Eating up the rice
Nibble nibble nibble nibble
Nice nice nice

CCL
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40 POSTERS FOR JUNIOR INFANTS TO SECOND CLASS
10 POSTERS (+ TEACHER’S MANUAL) FOR EACH CLASS LEVEL

Here are starter suggestions. Further material is
available in the accompanying Teacher’s Manual.

1

Talk and Discussion
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

2

DCAL

that start with the same sound/end with the same sound.
● Sequences: Give each group in the class a food topic to

discuss, i.e. breakfast/lunch/dinner/supper/snacks. In each
group, the story of the theme is explored sequentially as an aid
memory, e.g. Child 1: I eat my breakfast every day. First I put
my bowl on the table. Child 2 repeats this and adds: Then...
Child 3 repeats and adds: Next... Child 4 repeats and adds:
When I’m finished I… The last child must remember the entire
sequence. This can be as simple or as complex as the children
make it. This could be extended to individual children who feel
confident about repeating the entire sequence to the class.
● Descriptive Words: Use food themes to extend the sentences
using a variety of verbs/adjectives and adverbs, e.g. My
Mammy gave me an apple. It was a large, red apple. She
sliced it into small pieces. She used a sharp knife. The large,
red apple was delicious.

This Poster Series has been written within the framework of the Four
Curriculum Strand Units for Oral Language:
● Receptiveness to language (RL)
● Competence and confidence in using language (CCL)
● Developing cognitive abilities through language (DCAL)
● Emotional and imaginative development through language (EIDL)
Activities are suggested using the five principal oral language contexts of:
1

Talk and Discussion

2

Play and Games

3

Story

3

Poetry and Rhyme

Poster compiled by: Déirdre Kirwan, NT, PhD.
Editor: Niamh Potelle
Design: Design Image
Illustrator: Vian Oelofsen (Plum Pudding Illustration)
© 2010 Folens Publishers

EIDL

Handa’s Surprise by Eileen Browne (Walker Books)

4 Improvisational Drama
5

Story

ISBN 978-1-84741-772-5

9 781847 417725

Based on the story of Handa’s Surprise, children could be asked to:
● Describe all the fruits that Handa collected.
● Imagine what Handa was thinking when she decided to give
her friend a surprise.
● Say how Handa felt when her friend saw what was in the
basket.
● Recount a ‘real life’ situation where someone got a nice/nasty
surprise.
● Contribute a line that they have learned from the story. The
appropriate ‘voice’ is important here. Use sound and/or a
video recorder. Play the entire event back to the class.

EIDL

classroom. Give each child the name of a piece of fruit, e.g.
apple/banana/plum. Tell them that when you call ‘apple’, all
the apples must stand up and change seats. The same rule
applies when you call ‘banana’, etc. When you call ‘fruit
bowl’, everyone must stand up and exchange seats. As the
children exchange seats, the teacher sits down in one of the
seats, leaving one child without a seat. Now it is this child’s
turn to call a piece of fruit or ‘fruit bowl’.
● Guess Who? Individual pupils get ‘in character’ as someone
in the poster. The class must guess who he/she is. This
activity could be a mime or a speaking drama.
● Improvisation Group Work: Based on a discussion of the
poster, improvise making toast/fried eggs/porridge.

What can you see in this picture?
Show me the… Point out the… What do we call this?
How many groups of food can you see?
Which group is the biggest/smallest?
Can you identify some vegetables that are very small/very big?
What is your favourite vegetable/fruit?
Which foods do you like/prefer?
What do we have as snacks, e.g. at small break?
Can you guess which food is good for giving us strong teeth
and bones?

Play and Games

Improvisational Drama
● Fruit Bowl: Set up the chairs in a circle around the

RL

● Initial and Final Sounds: Find as many words as you can

Folens Publishers Oral Language Poster Series
Class Level: Senior Infants
Poster Theme: Food

4

5

Poetry and Rhyme

CCL

Rhyme
Five Fat Sausages
Five fat sausages sizzling in a pan,
One went pop! and the others went bang!
Four fat sausages sizzling in a pan,
One went pop! and the others went bang!
Three fat sausages sizzling in a pan,
One went pop! and the others went bang!
Two fat sausages sizzling in a pan,
One went pop! and the other went bang!
One fat sausage sizzling in a pan
One went pop! and none went bang!
No fat sausages sizzling in a pan.
Five Rosy Apples
1. Five rosy apples
4. Two rosy apples
By the cottage door,
Hanging in the sun,
One tumbled off the twig,
You have the big one,
And then there were four.
And that will leave one.
2. Four rosy apples
5.
Hanging on the tree,
The farmer’s wife took one,
And then there were three.
3. Three rosy apples,
What shall I do?
I think I will have one,
And then there’ll be two.

One rosy apple,
Soon it is gone,
The wind blew it off the branch
And now there are none.
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40 POSTERS FOR JUNIOR INFANTS
TO SECOND CLASS
10 POSTERS (+ TEACHER’S MANUAL) FOR EACH CLASS LEVEL

Here are starter suggestions. Further material is
available in the accompanying Teacher’s Manual.

1

Talk and Discussion

4

Improvisational Drama
● Mirror Game: In pairs, partners mirror each other’s

RL

●

● Which animals can we see in this poster?
● How many animals are there on the farm?
● What is this big building called? Who lives there? What can

●

you see inside? What else do you think might be kept in the
barn?
● What colour is the hen/dog/cat/duck/bird?
● Where does the duck live?
● What is the weather like at the farm?

●
●

2

Play and Games

DCAL

Odd One Out
● Call out a list of farm animals/domestic pets/exotic animals
including one that does not belong. Ask the children to find
the odd one out.
● Call out a list of animals that start with the same letter
sound. Include one that starts with a different sound. Explore
what makes the odd one odd.

Folens Publishers Oral Language Poster Series
Class Level: Senior Infants
Poster Theme: The Little Red Hen

Pair Work: Two children imagine that they are standing outside
the door of the barn in the poster. The speaker asks the listener
to bring something to the pond/mill/field and gives directions to
get to the place in question.

This Poster Series has been written within the framework of the Four
Curriculum Strand Units for Oral Language:
● Receptiveness to language (RL)
● Competence and confidence in using language (CCL)
● Developing cognitive abilities through language (DCAL)
● Emotional and imaginative development through language (EIDL)

Chain Story: This may have a theme of scary/funny/good, e.g.
‘One day I went on a visit to a farm. First I opened the door of the
barn. Then I went inside. Suddenly, I heard...’ In time, the children
can be encouraged to add appropriate adjectives and adverbs.

Activities are suggested using the five principal oral language contexts of:
1

Talk and Discussion

2

Play and Games

3

Story

3

Poetry and Rhyme

Poster compiled by: Déirdre Kirwan, NT, PhD.
Editor: Niamh Potelle
Design: Design Image
Illustrator: Vian Oelofsen (Plum Pudding Illustration)
© 2010 Folens Publishers

EIDL

Read the story of The Little Red Hen (see Teacher’s Manual
page 18).

4 Improvisational Drama
5

Story

ISBN 978-1-84741-772-5

9 781847 417725

Ask the children to:
● Retell the story in their own words, using the poster to cue
memory.
● List the characters in the story.
● Mime and name the actions of the Little Red Hen
(plant/cut/take/grind/carry/bake/eat).
● Agree/disagree with the Little Red Hen in not sharing her
bread with the dog/cat/duck.

EIDL

5

movements. This can be done based on the animal
characters in the story.
Pair or Group Work: Pairs or groups choose a scene from
the poster and make an oral presentation of the interaction
between the characters.
Children act out the drama of two or more of the animal
characters represented in the poster. The class then suggests
a solution/alternative way of approaching the lack of
involvement of the animals other than the Little Red Hen.
This is then dramatised.
Ways of Walking: Children are asked to mime walking like
the animal characters in the story.
Partner: Partners tell each other about a time when they
helped at home/in the garden/on the farm/in the boats. The
interaction is then mimed or dramatised orally.

Poetry and Rhyme

CCL

Hickety, pickety, my black hen,
She lays eggs for gentlemen.
Gentlemen come every day
To see what my black hen will lay.
Sometimes nine, and sometimes ten.
Hickety, pickety, my black hen.
I’m Really Not Lazy
by Arnold Spilka in Pudmuddle Jump In (Magnet)
I’m really not lazy –
I’m not!
I’m not!
It’s just that I’m thinking
And thinking
And thinking
A lot!
It’s true I don’t work
But I can’t!
I just can’t!
When I’m thinking
And thinking
And thinking
A lot!
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40 POSTERS FOR JUNIOR INFANTS TO SECOND CLASS
10 POSTERS (+ TEACHER’S MANUAL) FOR EACH CLASS LEVEL

Here are starter suggestions. Further material is
available in the accompanying Teacher’s Manual.

1

Talk and Discussion

4

Improvisational Drama

EIDL

● Create a Drama: Use words given to each group, e.g.

parcel/letter/stamp/wrapping paper. Children build ideas
around each of the objects mentioned.
Allocate roles associated with the topic to different groups,
e.g. a person who wants to send a letter, a postman, a
person who works in post office. Children develop the roles
of the relevant characters and act out accordingly.

RL

What can you see in this photo?
Who is the person we can see beside the post box?
What is the postman wearing? Does he have a hat?
What colour is his uniform? Why do you think the postman
wears a uniform?
● Can you name any other people who wear uniforms? Can
you describe their uniforms?
● How does the postman help us?
● Can you name any other people who help us?
●
●
●
●

● Mime to a Narration: Read aloud instructions to the class.

Ask the children to mime what is being said. The poetry or a
story associated with this topic could be used for the
narration.
● Improvising: Using their bodies to improvise, ask one group

2

Play and Games

to make a large bag or sack. Another group makes envelopes
and parcels. Another group makes the van. The postman
must get all the letters into the sack and then into the van.

DCAL

● Phonics: Find objects in the poster that start with the same

sound, e.g. postman/parcel/package/paper and end with the
same sound, e.g. girl/bicycle/parcel/smile.
● Playing With Sounds: Build a story around the postman’s
visit (some postmen use bicycles). For each phrase/sentence
in the story, have a matching ‘sound effects’ line, e.g. the
wheels of the bike as they turn (whirr… whirr… whirr…
whirr…), the sound of the parcels and letters as they are
lifted off the carrier (crinkle crackle crinkle crackle), the
sound of the paper as it is torn (slish slash slish slash) and
squeals of delight (yipee… yipee…).
● A class rap could be developed by allocating a specific sound
to each group and building them into a sequence.

Folens Publishers Oral Language Poster Series
Class Level: Senior Infants
Poster Theme: The Postman
This Poster Series has been written within the framework of the Four
Curriculum Strand Units for Oral Language:
● Receptiveness to language (RL)
● Competence and confidence in using language (CCL)
● Developing cognitive abilities through language (DCAL)
● Emotional and imaginative development through language (EIDL)
Activities are suggested using the five principal oral language contexts of:
1

Talk and Discussion

2

Play and Games

3

Story

4 Improvisational Drama
5

Poetry and Rhyme

Poster compiled by: Déirdre Kirwan, NT, PhD.
Editor: Niamh Potelle
Design: Design Image
Photo: Alamy
© 2010 Folens Publishers
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9 781847 417725

3

Story

EIDL

Tuck-in Teddy Arrives by Dawson Jeffries Mary (Pipe Elm
Publications)
Based on the story of Tuck-in Teddy Arrives, children could be
asked to:
● Describe how Teddy came to the children’s house, e.g. who
brought him/where did he come from/who sent him/who
received him.
● Tell about a time when you received a gift in the post.
● Act the part of the children/Mammy/the postman when the
Teddy arrived. What did they say and do? How did they say it?
● Describe what the weather was like on the day that Teddy
arrived. How did this affect the postman?
● Question each other in order to clarify, elaborate, expand
their language proficiency.

5

Poetry and Rhyme
Rhymes
Little black beetle
Was sitting on a rose.
Down he fell
On the postman’s nose.
‘Oops!’ said the beetle
‘Excuse me please!’
‘Oops!’ said the postman
‘I’m going to sneeze!
Ah-Ah-CHOO!’
Knock, knock, the postman’s here.
Bringing news from far and near.
Oh! Postman quickly see,
Is there a letter waiting for me?
Tongue Twister
Postman Pat picks pink and purple parcels

CCL
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40 POSTERS FOR JUNIOR INFANTS TO SECOND CLASS
10 POSTERS (+ TEACHER’S MANUAL) FOR EACH CLASS LEVEL

Here are starter suggestions. Further material is
available in the accompanying Teacher’s Manual.

1

Talk and Discussion

4

the movements of a character from the poster, e.g. a duck
or a snail. Any child can decide to freeze into a pose. The
pose is held. As soon as one child notices that someone has
frozen, they must freeze too. Eventually the whole group
freezes. When this happens, the teacher (or child) calls the
name of another character and the appropriate movement
starts again.
● Guess Who? Individual pupils get ‘in character’ as someone
in the poster. The class must guess who. This activity could
be a mime or a speaking drama.
● Group Work: Discuss the pair who are planting flowers in
the poster. Improvise other activities from the picture, e.g.
laying the table/trying to fly the kite.

RL

called? Can you play it? Tell us how to play.
● How many ducks are in the pond?
● What are the various characters doing (collectively and

individually)? Explore a variety of verbs and the particular
suitability of some words as opposed to others, e.g.
reading/playing/relaxing/running/jumping/planting/feeding/
chasing/planting.
● Can anyone suggest what else might be in the picnic bag?

Play and Games

DCAL

● Initial and Final Sounds: Find items in the park that start

with the same sound, e.g. buggy/bird/beak/barrow and end
with the same sound, e.g. park/beak/picnic/duck.
● Memory Game: Use nouns and adjectives in memory
development, e.g. I spy a duck/I spy a big duck/I spy a big,
fat duck/I spy a big, fat, brown duck. How far this is
expanded depends on the degree of language proficiency of
the children concerned.
● Group Work: Give group a collective noun. Ask the group to
think of four or five items that belong to this set, e.g.
food/animal/games/plants.
● Pair Work: Discuss the various activities shown in the poster.
Describe what is needed to play a particular game/plant a
flower/prepare a picnic.
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EIDL

5

Poetry and Rhyme

CCL

Rhymes
Frogs jump,
Worms wiggle,
Rabbits hop,
Snakes slide,
Mice creep,
Puppies bounce,
Lions stalk

Caterpillars hump
Bugs jiggle
Horses clop
Seagulls glide
Deer leap
Kittens pounce
But I walk

(This could also be done as a rap.)
A Green Frog
Said the little green frog as he sat on a log
Nobody really likes me
A duck came along
And said, ‘You are wrong’.
And gobbled him up for tea.

Town Mouse and Country Mouse by Aesop

4 Improvisational Drama
5

Story

ISBN 978-1-84741-772-5

9 781847 417725

Based on the story of Town Mouse and Country Mouse, children
could be asked to:
● Describe the life that Town Mouse had in the city and
compare it with Country Mouse’s life.
● Describe the comfort of Country Mouse’s cottage.
● Identify how the Town Mouse felt when he was walking in
the wet grass in the early morning of a cold day.
● Recount ‘real life’ situations where things did not turn out
the way we would like.
● Use a sound recorder to create the sounds of the city and
the country. Play them back to the class.

EIDL

● Freeze-frame: The children move around the room mirroring

● Who can you see in this picture? Explore possible relationships.
● Show me the group playing a game. What is this game

2

Improvisational Drama

Squirrels
Wisky, frisky, hippity, hop
Up he climbs to the tree top.
Whirly, twirly, round and round
Down he scampers to the ground.
Where’s his supper?
In a shell
Snappy, cracky, out it fell.
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40 POSTERS FOR JUNIOR INFANTS
TO SECOND CLASS
10 POSTERS (+ TEACHER’S MANUAL) FOR EACH CLASS LEVEL

Here are starter suggestions. Further material is
available in the accompanying Teacher’s Manual.

1

Talk and Discussion

4

RL

Show me the… Point to the… What is this?
Show me how you would hold on to the bar.
How many slides can you see? Is anyone sliding on them?
What is your favourite thing to play on in the playground?
Tell us why you like this.
● What colour is the climbing frame?
● Where are the swings? Tell us about a time when you went
on a swing? Did you swing very high? How did that feel?

Play and Games

●

●

DCAL

●

● Initial and Final Sounds: Find as many words as you can

that start with the same sound/end with the same sound.

●

● Descriptive Vocabulary: Create images of scenes and

activities in the playground, e.g. leaves swirl, girls twirl, boys
slide, children hide. Discuss how these activities happen by
extending what happens, where and when. Use words like
skip/trip/shift/swerve/scatter/bump/lump/wide/narrow, etc.
● Opposites: Using vocabulary that is relevant to the
playground, ask the children to explore the opposites
involved. The class can be divided into two groups. As
group A calls out a word, e.g. ‘pull’, group B calls out a
word that is opposite in meaning, e.g. ‘push’. Further
examples are backwards/forwards, right/left, top/bottom,
rough/smooth, hard/soft, plain/patterned, even/uneven,
difficult/easy, fast/slow.
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Story

EIDL

Katie and the Smallest Bear by Ruth McCarthy
(Picture Corgi Books)
Based on the story of Katy and the Smallest Bear, children could
be asked to:
● Describe what life was like for the Smallest Bear before he
met Katy.
● Recount what Katy and the Smallest Bear said to each other
as they went to the playground.

4 Improvisational Drama
5

3

ISBN 978-1-84741-772-5

9 781847 417725

EIDL

● Ways of Walking: Ask the children to mime walking up

●
●
●
●

2

Improvisational Drama

5

different pieces of playground equipment. This can be done
(a) in a normal fashion, (b) sitting and bumping up
backwards, (c) crawling up on hands and knees and (d) lying
on fronts or backs.
Ways of Speaking: In pairs, child A addresses child B using
the first line of Boys and Girls Come Out to Play (below).
Child B answers with the second line and so on, using
alternate lines for questions and answers. The tone of voice
may be loud/soft/fearful/pleading, etc.
Adaptation: The activity above can be adapted to allow
each child in a group to say a line questioning and
answering in different tones of voice. Various intonations
could be explored first in the whole class setting.
Mirror Game: Children are organised into pairs. Partners
mirror each other’s movements.
Thought Tracking: Groups choose an idea from the poster
and freeze-frame the scene. The teacher chooses children at
random to verbalise the character’s thoughts at that
particular moment. Encourage the use of descriptive
language.

Poetry and Rhyme
Boys and Girls Come Out to Play
Boys and girls come out to play,
The moon it shines as bright as day.
Leave your supper and leave your sleep
And come with your playfellows into the street;
Come with a whoop and come with a call,
Come with a goodwill, or come not at all;
Up the ladder and down the wall,
A halfpenny loaf will serve us all
Sliding
by Marchette Chute in Childcraft
Down the slide
We ride, we ride.
Round we run and then
Up we pop
To reach the top,
Down we come again.

CCL
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40 POSTERS FOR JUNIOR INFANTS
TO SECOND CLASS
10 POSTERS (+ TEACHER’S MANUAL) FOR EACH CLASS LEVEL

Here are starter suggestions. Further material is
available in the accompanying Teacher’s Manual.

1

Talk and Discussion

4

pupils ‘set’ a scene depicted in each other’s paintings after
the class has had a painting session. Those watching must
describe what is happening in the scene.
● Still Imaging: Use bodies to ‘make’ flowers in a vase/trees in
a wood/whatever has been painted.
● Children mime drawing an object in the air or against a plain
surface like the whiteboard. Whoever guesses correctly what
has been drawn gets to ‘draw’ the next object.
● Relating to ‘Playing with Sounds’ (in number 2), the teacher
calls out onomatopoeic sounds and the children freely
interpret with movements or verbal suggestions, what they
think the sounds might represent.

RL

taking place?
● Where is the teacher? What is she doing? What do you think

she is saying?
● What colours would you use to paint a… ? What colours can

you see? What are your favourite colours?
● What do you think the children might say about the
sunflowers? What might they say about their own
paintings? Which do you prefer? Why?
● What are the children wearing over their uniforms?

Play and Games

DCAL

● Colour Quiz: Here are some starter questions:

Question: What’s blue and over our heads? Answer: The sky.
Who wears a white coat at work? Doctor/dentist/butcher.
What grows green under our feet? Grass.
● Playing with Sounds: Build a story around the sunflowers in
the painting lesson. For each phrase/sentence in the story,
have a matching ‘sound effects’ line, e.g.
A breeze was blowing gently in the garden –
Whooeee... whooee...
The flowers were dancing happily in the wind –
Fluta fluta fluta...
Mammy cut some flowers with the scissors –
Snipa snipa snipa…
She filled a vase with water –
Sshooooooooo...
She put the flowers in the vase –
Pling plong pling plong...

Folens Publishers Oral Language Poster Series
Class Level: Senior Infants
Poster Theme: The Painting Lesson
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Poetry and Rhyme
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EIDL

‘The Magic Brush’ by Ruth Thompson in Start Writing
Amazing Stories (Chrysalis Children’s Books)

4 Improvisational Drama
5

Story

ISBN 978-1-84741-772-5

9 781847 417725

Based on this story, children could be asked to:
● Pretend they have the magic brush so that they can each
paint and describe their own story.
● Work in pairs and build up a story based on ideas in the
original story/their own ideas.
● Act the parts of characters from the original story. How do
they behave? What do they say and do?
● Question each other in order to clarify/elaborate/expand
their language proficiency.

EIDL

● Tableau Technique: ‘Freeze-Frame’ picture scene. Groups of

● Who can you see in this picture? Where is the painting

2

Improvisational Drama

5

Poetry and Rhyme
Red as rust
Red as a rose
Red as Rudolf Reindeer’s nose
I Can Sing a Rainbow
Red and yellow,
And pink and green,
Orange and purple and blue,
I can sing a rainbow,
Sing a rainbow,
Sing a rainbow tune.
Sally’s wearing a red dress,
Red dress, red dress,
Sally’s wearing a red dress,
All day long.
(Substitute blue/green/yellow/pink, etc.)

CCL
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40 POSTERS FOR JUNIOR INFANTS TO SECOND CLASS
10 POSTERS (+ TEACHER’S MANUAL) FOR EACH CLASS LEVEL

Here are starter suggestions. Further material is
available in the accompanying Teacher’s Manual.

1

Talk and Discussion

4

of car/bus driver/Daddy walking with a buggy/old lady
crossing the street. Children assume the roles and act out
accordingly.
● Mime to a Narration: The teacher reads aloud instructions
to the class and the children mime what is being said. The
story, The Big Red Bus could be used for the narration.
● Mirror Game: Children are organised into pairs. Partners
mirror each other’s movements. This could be cycling, motor
bike riding, car driving, bus driving, crossing the road with a
small child and/or a buggy, etc.

● What can we see in this picture?
● Identify the different vehicles first. Explore each one from

2

Play and Games

DCAL

● Words: Talk about words associated with different vehicles.

Use challenging, descriptive words like roaring racing
car/speedy sports cars/bristly brushes (at the car
wash)/wibbly, wobbly wheels/stuck in muck/whizzing
along/hold on tight/ shiny new cars/slippery/slipping.
● Rap: Use the words above to develop a rap. Listen for
rhyming words.
Clap out the rhythm of sets of words chosen by individual
groups.
● I Spy: Do this concentrating on:
Vehicles we can see in the photo.
Individual parts of vehicles, e.g. wheel, etc.
Street furniture we can see in the photo.
Items with the same initial sound.

Folens Publishers Oral Language Poster Series
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1

Talk and Discussion

2

Play and Games

3

Story

Poetry and Rhyme
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Story

EIDL

The Big Red Bus by Judy Hindley (Candlewick)

4 Improvisational Drama
5

3

ISBN 978-1-84741-772-5

9 781847 417725

Based on the story of The Big Red Bus, children could be asked
to:
● Describe all the different vehicles mentioned in the story.
● Identify the appropriate times to shout ‘help’ and ‘stop’ and
suggest additional occasions when these words might be
important.
● Tell about a day when a wheel of the car in which they were
travelling was punctured.
● Recount ‘real life’ situations where they have travelled in a
bus. Do buses always run smoothly and on time?
● Suggest safe ways to travel.
● Tell about an accident they saw/experienced/heard about.

EIDL

● Create a Drama: Give words to each group, e.g. cyclist/driver

RL

the point of view of:
Description: What is this? What colour is it? Is it
big/small? How many wheels has it? Where does it
travel? Do you drive it/cycle it?
Function: How does it work? Does it have an engine?
Does it need petrol? Where do we get petrol from? A key
is needed to switch on an engine. Does a bike need a
key? How does a bike work?

Improvisational Drama

5

Poetry and Rhyme

CCL

The Bus
There is a painted bus,
With twenty painted seats,
It carries painted people
Along the painted streets.
They pull the painted bell,
The painted driver stops,
And they all get out together
At the little painted shops.
Safety Rhyme
Stop says the red light
Go says the green
Be careful says the amber which
Shines in between.
The Wheels on the Bus
1. The wheels on the bus go round and round,
round and round,
round and round.
The wheels on the bus go round and round,
all day long.
2. The wipers on the bus go swish, swish, swish…
3. The horn on the bus goes beep, beep, beep…
4. The doors on the bus go open and shut…
5. The driver on the bus says, ‘Move on back…’
6. The babies on the bus say, ‘Wah, wah, wah…’
7. The mammies on the bus say, ‘Shush, shush, shush...’
Tongue Twister
Red lorry, yellow lorry, red lorry, yellow lorry
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